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B L U E  C I R C U L A R  E C O N O M Y

E u ro p e a n  P u b lic  L a w  O rg a n is a tio n - E P L O

In te rn a tio n a l – in te rg o v e rn m e n ta l o rg a n iz a tio n : 17 
s ta te s , E C , C o E

P e rm a n e n t o b s e rv e r s ta tu s  in  th e  U N  G e n e ra l 
A s s e m b ly

U N  M is s io n s : N e w  Y o rk , G e n e v a , V ie n n a
Tra in in g -E du ca tio n  | In s titu tio n  Bu ildin g  & Te ch n ica l C o o p e ra tio n  | Re s e a rch  | 
P u b lica tio n s

Te ch n ica l A s s is ta n ce  in  > 70 co u n trie s  | > 200 tra in in g s  
C ircu la r E co n o m y  a n d 

C lim a te  C h a n g e  
In s titu te

M a in s tre a m  C E  in  a ll po licy  
a re a s

A dv o ca te , C o n du ct 
e n v iro n m e n ta l & clim a te  

dip lo m a cy
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If th e  g lo b a l b lu e  e co n o m y, w e re  co m p a re d to  a  
n a tio n a l e co n o m y, it w o u ld be  th e  7th  la rg e s t in  th e  
w o rld, a n d th e  o ce a n  a s  a n  e co n o m ic  e n tity  w o u ld 

be  a  m e m b e r o f th e  G 7 . 

O ce a n s  h o ld 97% o f a ll o u r w a te r a n d 80% o f a ll 
life  fo rm s .

P ro v ide s  4.5 m illio n  dire ct jo b s  

E n co m p a s s e s  a ll in du s trie s  a n d s e cto rs :
• M a rin e  e n v iro n m e n t: i.e . s h ip p in g , fis h e rie s , e n e rg y  

g e n e ra tio n
• L a n d e n v iro n m e n t: i.e . po rts , la n d-b a s e d a qu a cu ltu re , 

co a s ta l to u ris m
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Im p a cts o f b lu e  e co n o m y  a n d o th e r e co n o m ic  
a ctiv itie s  o n  m a rin e  e n v iro n m e n t:

• V is ib le  po llu tio n  (i.e . p la s tic  litte r & o il s p ills )
• In v is ib le  po llu tio n  (i.e . m icro p la s tics , 

u n de rw a te r n o is e , ch e m ica ls , n u trie n ts )

E ffe cts o f clim a te  ch a n g e  a n d G HG s :
• Wa te r te m p e ra tu re , a c idifica tio n , ris in g  s e a  le v e l, m o re  

fre qu e n t a n d in te n s e  flo o din g  a n d e ro s io n , e tc.

• Bio div e rs ity  lo s s   



E U  G R E E N  D E A L  &  S D G S

M a kin g  E u ro p e  th e  firs t 
clim a te  n e u tra l 

co n tin e n t in  th e  w o rld

Re du ce  G HG s  55% by  
2030

3 related EU Missions

SDG s : A lm o s t a ll re la te d 
to  b lu e  e co n o m y

U N  E n v iro n m e n t 
P ro g ra m m e



F R O M  B L U E  G R O W T H  
T O  

S U S T A I N A B L E B L U E E C O N O M Y

Re co g n itio n  o f th e  m a jo r ro le  o f 
b lu e  e co n o m y  to w a rds  th e  
im p le m e n ta tio n  o f th e  E U  G re e n  
De a l
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In te g ra tio n  o f OCEAN POLICY 
in to  E u ro p e ’s  n e w   ECONOMIC 

POLICY

U rg e  to  
C o n n e ct th e  GREEN a n d th e  BLUE 

policies
L e a d in te rn a tio n a l ocean governance 

b e y o n d E U  bo rde rs
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TRA N SFO RM IN G  THE  BL U E  E C O N O M Y  V A L U E  
C HA IN S 

A ch ie v in g  th e  o b je ctiv e s  o f climate neutrality a n d 
z e ro  po llu tio n  
Circular economy and preventing waste 

Biodiversity a n d in v e s tin g  in  n a tu re  

Coastal resilience 

Responsible food systems 
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Bu s in e s s  a s  u s u a l s ce n a rio : 3 planets by 2050

FROM: Ta ke  – M a ke  – Wa s te

TO: Re u s e , Re dis trib u te , Re fu rb is h , 
Re m a n u fa ctu re
Biological cycle: re s idu e s  a re  re tu rn e d to  n a tu re  a fte r u s e
Technical cycle: pro du ct, co m p o n e n ts  o r m a te ria ls  a re  
de s ig n e d a n d m a rke te d to  m in im is e w a s ta g e
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Re du cin g  th e  im p a cts  o f h u m a n  a ctiv itie s  
o n  th e  s e a  

M a rin e  Stra te g y  Fra m e w o rk

Sin g le -U s e  P la s tics  Dire ctiv e

Sta n da rds  fo r circu la r de s ig n  o f: 
• Fis h in g  g e a rs  (fa c ilita tin g  re -u s e  & 

re cy c la b ility )
• Sh ip  re cy c lin g
• De c o m m is s io n in g  o f o ffs h o re  p la tfo rm s
• Re du ctio n  o f p la s tic s  a n d m ic ro p la s tics  

p o llu tio n
• e tc.

Sh ip  re cy c lin g  re g u la tio n

De v e lo p m e n t o f circ u la r m o de ls  a n d 
s o lu tio n s

M a ritim e  Spa tia l P la n s

P o lic y  - Re g u la tio n s

Se a -b a s in  s tra te g ie s , m a cro -
re g io n a l s tra te g ie s
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C h a lle n g e s  fo r th e  tra n s itio n  to w a rds  b lu e  s u s ta in a b le  a n d 
circu la r e co n o m y

E co n o m ie s  in  tra n s itio n
L o w  s k ill w o rk  fo rce  

In n o v a tio n  & te ch n o lo g y  V S 
tra ditio n a l s e cto rs

M u lti-le v e l g o v e rn a n ce
Ha m o rn is a tio n o f b lu e -g re e n  
s tra te g ie s
Te rrito ria l co o p e ra tio n

P la n n in g Skills  & So cia l dim e n s io n  (Ju s t 
tra n s itio n )

Fin a n cin g

In v e s tm e n t V S re g u la to ry  
e n v iro n m e n t
R&I re a din e s s
In s u ra n ce  e n v iro n m e n t
L a ck o f in v e s tm e n t-g ra de  
p ro je cts /firm s  a t s c a le

Da ta  a cqu is itio n  & m o n ito rin g

Da ta  co lle ctio n : w h a t, w h o , h o w , 
h o w  m u c h

Da ta  m o n ito rin g : im p a ct in dica to rs
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Financing 

E P L O  C ircu la r E co n o m y  a n d C lim a te  C h a n g e  In s titu te  w o rk o n  th e  Sustainable & 
Circular Blue Economy

Skills

Linking

EU & 
territorial 
strategies

R&I and
Good 

practices

Advocacy Awareness



T H A N K  Y O U

Alexia Spyridonidou

aspyridonidou@circularclima.org

EPLO Circular Economy and Climate Change 
Institute 

mailto:aspyridonidou@circularclima.org
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