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Å From Belt and Road Initiative to Health Silk Road

Å China Railways Platform

Å Multimodal transport and its development in China

Å Cooperation China-EU future perspectives for
European partners
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ÅThe Belt & Roadò(B&R) is a development strategy initiated by

Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013 to build stronger

economic links between Asia, Africa, Europe

ÅChinese framework for organising multinational economic

development through the land-based "Silk Road Economic

Belt" and oceangoing "Maritime Silk Roadñ

ÅPrincipal aim is to boost connectivity and commerce

between China and 65 countries with a total population of

4,4 bn by building infrastructure and boosting financial

and trade ties

From Belt and Road Initiative 
to 

Health Silk Road
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Å Creating investment opportunities

Å Promoting new growth through infrastructure investment 
and enhanced trading activities

Å From 2013-2018 trade volume with the B&R countries: 
US$6trillion

Å 82 economic zones established

Key objective of 
Belt and Road Initiative
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ñééé COVID-19 will only strengthen and re-energize Belt and Road cooperation and open up new possibilities.

Belt and Road cooperation is built on its real benefits to the people in partner countries. Over the past seven years, China has signed

Belt and Road cooperation documents with 138 countries. More than 2,000 projects have been launched and tens of thousands of

jobs created in the partner countries. Many of the infrastructure and livelihood projects have played a vital role in COVID-19

response. For example, energy projects along the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor have kept running and provided one third

of the country's electricity. While most of the air freight services have been suspended or canceled, the China-Europe Railway

Express has seen its services and cargo volume increase by 24 percent and 27 percent between January and April. Delivering

nearly 8,000 tons of anti-epidemic supplies in total, the railway has truly served as a lifeline for freight transportation between

Asia and Europe.

Belt and Road cooperation is driven by a strong and shared commitment to common development. Over the past seven years, China's

trade in goods with Belt and Road partner countries has exceeded 7.8 trillion dollars, and direct Chinese investment in the partner

countries has topped 110 billion dollars. Despite the impact of COVID-19, Chinese investment in Belt and Road partner countries

increased by 11.7 percent in the first quarter and trade with them was up by 3.2 percent. Steady progress is being made in the

China-Laos railway, the Budapest-Belgrade railway, the dual-fuel power plant in Cambodia, and the CBD project in the new

administrative capital of Egypt. Construction has resumed for a number of projects suspended due to COVID-19. All this will

generate strong impetus for the host countries' efforts to beat the virus and revitalize the economy.

The future of the Belt and Road Initiative lies in expanding the cooperation to new areas. Emerging from COVID-19, countries will

have a stronger need to grow the economy and improve lives as well as a surging demand for public health cooperation. China will

work with the partner countries to advance health cooperation along the Belt and Road and convene a high-level video conference to

better protect people's health and safety in the partner countries. China will also advance the Digital Belt and Road to create new engines

of growth for the partner countries and new impetus for global recovery.

In sum, China is as confident and determined as ever to promote Belt and Road cooperation. We will continue to follow the

principle of consultation and cooperation for shared benefits, and support open, green and clean development. By aiming for high-

standard, people- centered and sustainable progress, we will make the Belt and Road a model of development, cooperation and health

for all involvedò- Declaration of Wang Yi-Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs-On 24th May 2020-Press Conference-Third Session

of the 13th National People's Congress- https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1782262.shtml

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1782262.shtml


Belt and Road Initiative

Rail freight prospect-China/Europe



Å Participant at Technical Group(DG Move) of EU-China
Connectivity Platform

Å Be active part of Task Force China-Italian Ministry of
Economic Development- which gave Technical support
during the official visit in Italy of President Xi Jinping,
March 2019

Å Partner in European Project-H2020 on
Transport/Eurasian Connectivity/BRI

Å Advocacy activities for Chinese management of
Jiangsu Province-China

4SUCCESS2EU-
BRI

in 2019
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Freight train, even during the general lockdown in China,
never stops its service and in the second quarter of 2020
will be even more promising due to:

Åsimplify customs procedures

Åshortage transit time (about 12 days)

Å reliable costs-service

Å reduced human intervention

Åmore affordable than air freight

Åavoid port congestions

Why the freight train is promising at the 
time of Covid-19-
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